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Henry Gidney now demands some opening in the Army,1 but
the time when such was an easy matter to arrange may have
passed. For the last sixty years the rank and file of the
railway running staff all over India, guards, ticket collectors
and drivers, have come from this community, and at the
great railway centres are railway settlements, highly organ-
ized and self-supporting, that are almost unknown to the
ordinary European world of India. Without their leaven, the
Army may find the railways gone west at a crisis. The old
Volunteers, the 'Defence Force5 of the Great War, and since
the War the 'Auxiliary Force3, were and are largely furnished
by the Anglo-Indian and domiciled communities. As they
are Indian-born they must not be shouldered out when
Indianization is the order of the day. Gidney pleads for a
recognition and an enforcement of this. He pleads for a
measure of Army service, he asks for educational facilities
and assistance, and he instances the severe phase of unem-
ployment among them, which is quite new and is largely a
result of a policy that is crowding them off the railways and
from Government offices. He has obtained some assurance
and some concession, but the community is in a parlous state.
It must be remembered that this community, by the very
nature of its origin, is not wealthy. Those who have come
to wealth and fame are not many, and such as are successful
in life are prone to settle in Europe and hide their origins.
Thus at the top the community loses its leaders, and at the
bottom merges with those native Christians who take
baptismal names and surnames from the cemetery. Never-
theless it has been the lot of these people to bear much of
the heat and burden of British India in the subordinate walks
of life. Millions of Indians have travelled in safety in their
charge, and a sense of responsibility and also a political
vision demands that we should not leave them by the way-
side. In the reconstruction of India that we are trying to
make, it is not possible to leave a community as large as
theirs, but with none of that wealth to help it, on an insecure
1 Other than as officer.